
MANUSCRIPT CHECKLIST

If submitting to a traditional publisher, has it been properly formatted. There 
are some universal rules, but every publisher has their submission guidelines. 
You need to pay close attention and follow these guidelines to the letter or 
else your MS will be rejected immediately.

Checklist by Terrance Zepke. Formatted for print by Sara Whitford.

A WRITER’S JOURNEY
From Blank Page to Published

Did you read your manuscript as if you were seeing it for the first time?

Is your ‘opener’ strong?

Is your ‘closer’ strong?

Is your plot obvious?

Does ever word you’ve written move your story forward? If not, be bru-
tal and CUT CUT CUT!

Did you do your research? Did you get your facts straight?

Are your characters strong (properly developed)?

Is your plot strong? What about sub-plots?

Has your plot/storyline been properly executed? Did you do a good job 
telling it?

Do your characters ring true? Sound authentic?

Do you have any transitions you need to fix?

Do you need to spice things up? Do you have scenes that drag? Dialog 
that drones?

Has your MS been properly edited?

Listen to A WRITER’S JOURNEY on iTunes or at either sarawhitford.com or terrancezepke.com.


